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before  the  British  Empire  League. 


WILLIAM  BRIGGS 
TORONTO 


BY  COLONEL  JAMES  MASON 

3  DO  not  raise  the  question,  "Should 
Canada  contribute  to  the  defence  of 
tlie  Empire?"  for  that  must  be  con- 
ceded. Canada  could  not  protect  herself, 
and  only  exists  as  a  self  governing  colony, 
or  nation,  by  reason  of  her  connection  with 
the  Empire;  so  that  to  contribute  to  the 
c'.efence  of  the  Empire  should  be  regarded 
not  only  as  a  duty  but  as  a  necessity. 

The  British  Empire,  with  its  vast  pos- 
sessions so  widely  scattered  over  the  face  of 
the  globe,  and  its  enormous  business  and 
trade  interests,  requires  now  more  than  ever 
in  these  days  of  alliances  of  nations  a  large 
and  efficient  navy  and  army  to  protect  and 
to  defend  its  possessions  and  trade.  The  fol- 
lowing rigurea  taken  from  recent  returns* 
will  show  to  what  extent  the  British  tax- 

•  Since  the  dates  mentioned  British  expendi- 
tures have  larsely  increased  and  other  chanses 
have  occurred:  but  the  principle  remains  tlie  same. 


payor  is  burdened  in  order  tliat  tliis  army 
and  navy  n'ay  be  maintained.  Tlio  gross 
estimates  for  the  navy  for  1904-1905  are 
£n8,;tS?,838,  and  for  the  army  for  the  same 
year  £3i,33(,ii  19.  These  figures  are  reduced 
in  the  ease  of  the  navy  by  a  contribution 
from  India  of  £103,400;  the  Australian 
Commonwealth,  £300,000;  New  Zealand, 
£40,000;  Cape  Colony,  £50,000;  Natal, 
£35,000;  Newfoundland,  £3,000;  and  other 
sums  realized  from  purchase  of  discharges, 
stoppages  of  ]:"y,  sales  of  old  stores  and 
proper! ii 3,  iiiid  other  -'Ouilcs;  in  all  about 
one  and  a  half  million  pounds,  making  the 
net  expenditure.  £36,889,500.  The  amy 
reductions  consist  of  India's  contribution, 
£410,000:  the  Colonics.  £537,000,  of  which 
Canada's  share  is  £82,100;  and  other 
sources  similar  to  those  of  the  navy,  making 
a  total  of  about  ^3,500,000;  which  leaves  a 
net  expenditure  of  £28,370,000— a  grand 
total  of  over  £64,000,000,  or  about  $300,- 
000,000.  This  gigantic  sum  is  the  levy  for 
a  single  year  only,  and  it  has  been  fre- 
quently exceeded.  Consider  the  heavy  bur- 
den placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  forty- 
two  mi'lions  of  people  who  inhabit  Eng- 
land, Ireland  and  Scotland.  We,  in  Canada, 
contribute  a  little  over  $100,000  to  all  this 
expenditure  of  $300,000,000. 
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I^t  us  now  sec  what  wo  do  lierc.  The 
Miililiii  osiiiiiatus  of  ISlHMsur  v,^■r^^  .$■.', H.i,- 
1)51,  wliile  tliose  for  l!J01-1!(ir>  uru  $:!,!M)ri,- 
fiti.S,  to  pi-oviilf  for  a  total  stii'ii^nli  of  ovlt 
■ly.Ooo  of  al!  ra.ik.-.  Tlif  larf;e  iiicreavj 
.lotiteabie  in  llie  last  joar  indicates  a  inove- 
inont  to  plact"  tile  fortr*  on  a  k'ttor  footinff, 
niori'  numerous  and  more  e  ticient.  This 
sum  has  since  liecn  coMsidcruliIy  iiuTciised, 
to  iirovide  for  the  expciulitinc  in  connection 
with  the  taking  over  of  the  fortification-  at 
Halifax  and  Esquinialt.  This  is  a  .ffor.rl 
sigi  and  recent  utterances  on  the  part  of 
the  Ministers  at  the  head  of  the  Militia  and 
Marine  Dopartmenl.-  point  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  more  liheral  ;)olicy  lately  liesuii. 

It  is  asked:  What  is  Canada's  ilntv.  or 
how  host  can  we  coritriliutc  to  Iiniicrial  de- 
fencoy  By  this  is  rucmt  the  aiduiL'  of  the 
Ifoiiie  (iovernnHiU  in  iiiiiintainins  the 
intcfrrity  and  ;ieatc  of  ihe  Kinpiie. 
It  can  ea,-ily  he  coiui'ived  lliat  wrw  a 
successful  attack  made  upon  the  Empire  by 
a  comhinatioii  of  Power,-,  for  ni>  sinijle 
power  could  accomplisli  thai,  ihc  (  oloni-'S 
and  outlyin^r  states  would  find  themselves 
in  a  position  quite  unid  to  resist  for  any 
length  of  time  a  vigorous  invasion  of  their 
territory,  t  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
their  mercantile  marir.e.     Canada  mitrht  be 


reckoned  among  these,  and  so  it  is  evident 
that  we  owe  it  to  ourselvo-  to  do  all  we  pos- 
sihly  can  to  back  up  and  asMist  the  Mother 
Country.  I  know  therp  is  a  very  general 
opinion  held  here  that  lar>fe  (grants  of  money 
would  not  be  populiir  ivitli  the  people  of 
Canada.  Money  must  be  sjicnt,  however,  if 
anything  is  to  be  done,  and  if  spent  judi- 
ciously, and  other  mciinfl  taken,  f  think  we 
can  materially  add  to  the  strenjrth  of  the 
defensive  forces  of  the  Empire  without  plac- 
ing a  heavy  burden  upon  our  people;  a  bur- 
den very  light  indeed  when  compared  with 
that  borne  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  To  come  to  details,  the  fol- 
lowing plan  has  suggested  itself  to  me,  and 
I  have  for  a  long  time  believed  it  to  he  the 
most  feasible  and  effective. 

(1)  A  small  but  well-trained  and  well- 
equipped  permanent  force,  much  as  it  is  at 
present  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  force 
now  required  to  properly  garrison  the  forti- 
fications at  Halifax  and  Esquimalt.  wholly 
devoted  to  the  training  and  instruction  of 
the  militia;  the  men  composing  this  per- 
manent force  to  be  selected  for  their  ability 
to  impart  instruction,  the  rate  of  pay  to  be 
such  as  to  attract  tlis  class  of  men  required, 
and  to  be  increased  with  each  period  of  re- 
enlistment,  with  the  addition  of  a  pension 
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«t  thr  end  of  s  reasonable  term  of  yean. 
Hy  thi.H  tiieanH  ili..  pernianent  fo-ce  would  in 
iiiiif  eonsisi  aInioHt  entirely  of  instructor!. 
I  vrould  also  have  a  return  t  the  old  sys- 
tem of  mihturv  schools  lor  the  instruction 
"f  ollicers.  'i'liis  I  should  explain.  In  the 
system  at  present  in  v.  ue  none  but  those 
liuiJm^r  eommission...  i„  the  milHia  are 
fligibl"  to  enter  the  schools  of  instruction, 
80  that  a  young  man  must  be  first  gazetted 
to  a  corps  ai  provide  himself  with  a  uni- 
form, at  considerable  expense,  before  he  can 
-ake  a  "course."  as  it  is  called.  Tho  re- 
sult is  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  corps  are 
short  of  officers,  and  man  of  those  in  the 
corps  are  not  of  much  us  for  commanding 
officers  in  their  anxiety  to  complete  their 
establishment  frequently  recommend  for 
commi.jsions  young  men  who  are  not  cu'  "nt 
for  military  work. 

By  the  old  system  any  respectable  and 
educated  young  man,  recommended  by  the 
frnior  officer  of  his  district,  could  take  a 
co.iise  and  qualify  for  a  commission  with- 
out being  a  member  of  any  corps.  In  the 
times  I  speak  of— that  is,  when  the  old  mili- 
tary schools  were  in  operation— thousands 
of  the  best  young  men  of  the  country  took 
their  certificates  and  were  eligible  for  com- 
missions in  the  militia.  Were  this  system 
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reintroduced  1  i'ecl  certain  tliat  in  the  cen- 
tres of  uduoatiou,  wliere  these  schools  would 
1)0  established,  a  great  many  young  men 
going  from  the  different  parts  of  the  country 
to  attend  universities  and  medical  schools 
would  take  the  course  in  one  of  these  mili- 
tary schools,  while  many  others,  after 
quitting  their  local  schools  and  colleges, 
and  before  beginning  a  business  life,  would 
also  qualify.  It  will  be  easily  seen,  there- 
fore. Low  in  a  few  years  a  vast  :  umber  of 
young  men  in  Canada  would  be  qualified  to 
hold  commissions,  and  would  thus  take  a 
greater  interest  in  militia  matters  than  they 
otherwise  would.  I  would  not  advocate 
doing  away  with  the  present  system  of  in- 
struction, but  would  ha.  J  that  carried  on  in 
conjunction  with  the  other. 

i'l)  The  training  of  schoolboys  is  a  move- 
ment which  I  am  glad  to  see  growing,  and 
it  should  be  encouraged  to  such  extent  that, 
in  time,  to  find  a  boy  leaving  school  who 
had  not  received  a  military  training  would 
be  the  exception  and  not  the  rule.  The 
Cadet  Corps  are  rapidly  incrcnsing  in  num- 
ber, which  shows  how  popular  such  irain- 
ing  is  becoming.  It  might  be  asked; 
Whore  are  the  instrttctors  to  bf  found  for 
the  thousands  of  schools  we  now  have  in 
Canada,  where,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases, 
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the  teachers  are  women?  I  should  say  iu 
answer  to  this  tliat  the  relum  to  the  old 
military  scliool  system  would  soon  furnish 
a  large  body  of  instructors;  for  these  stu- 
dents and  others,  who  would  have  qualified 
and  returned  to  their  own  districts,  would 
be  competent  and  no  doubt  very  willing  to 
instniet  the  youth  of  the  schools  in  their 
own  neighbourhoods,  besides  furnishing  an 
ample  supply  of  nitifers  for  the  militia.* 
Some  simple  and  inexpensive  system  of 
rifle  practice  could  probably  be  devised  for 
use  in  schools  and  colleges.  The  adoption 
of  this  scheme  would,  in  the  course  of  time, 
if  efficiently  carried  out,  result  in  the 
majority  of  the  male  population  of  the 
country  having  a  fair  knowledge  of  drill, 
and.  if  a  great  emergency  arose  and  their 
services  were  required,  they  could  in  a  very 
short  time  indeed  be  quite  sufficiently  or- 
ganized to  take  the  field,  the  officers  hav- 
ing been  already  provided  for  by  the  mili- 
tary school  system.  If  the  Government 
were  then  prepared  to  furnisli  arms  and 
equipment  a  formidable  army  could  be 
mobilized  in  a  very  short  time. 

(3)  The    recently    avowed    intention    of 


•  Xo'te. — .^inoe  tliis  period  the  Strathcona  Fund 
has  been  inaueuiated  and  is  proving  of  much 
value. 


the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries  must 
have  given  much  pleasure  and  gratification 
to  those  gentlemen  who  have  so  persistently 
and  for  so  long  been  endeavouring  to  evoke 
an  interest  in  the  direction  of  a  naval  or 
marine  volunteer  force  in  Canada.  TheTe 
is  no  reason  against,  and  many  reasons  in 
favour  of,  our  having  such  a  force.  Material 
is  at  hand,  and  the  young  men  residing 
along  our  sea  coasts  and  lake  shores  could 
be  found  in  sufficient  numbers  willing  to 
form  themselves  into  companies  and  squads 
if  given  the  opportunity,  and  instructors 
could  be  found  in  just  the  same  manner  as 
they  are  now  for  the  land  forces,  and  all 
that  would  be  necessary  for  their  training 
could  be  as  easily  obtained.  A  few  years 
of  this  latter  line  of  action,  if  liberally 
and  intelligently  carried  out,  would  result 
in  our  having  in  Canada  a  great  number  of 
good  citizens  pursuing  their  usual  occupa- 
tion for  a  living,  and  capable  in  a  very 
short  time  of  being  fitted  to  take  their 
places  in  the  naval  and  marine  forces  of 
the  Empire. 

(4)  I  now  come  to  the  last  item  of  the 
scheme  I  advocate.  I  think  we  owe  it  to 
Great  Britain  and  ourselves  to  contribute 
from  time  to  time  one  vessel  of  war  to  the 
fleet  of  England.  A  battleship  is  the  high- 
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est  type  and,  of  course,  the  most  expensive. 
Five  millions  of  dollars  is  about  what  such 
a  ship  would  cost.*  But  is  that  too  much? 
One  dollar  per  head  of  out  population 
every  few  years  until  it  could  be  safely  said 
that  we  had  done  enoujrh  should  answer  the 
purpose  aimed  at.  We  should  also  main- 
tain these  vessels.  I  know  this  proposition 
may  startle  some  people,  but  can  we  go  on 
from  year  to  year  busily  engrossed  in  our 
affairs,  making  a  living  and  a  good  deal 
more  in  many  instances,  yet  never  thinking 
of  our  responsibilities.  Disaster  to  Eng- 
land would  brintr  ruin  to  many  in  Canada, 
just  as  with  a  coiimiunity  suddenly  brouglit 
to  face  a  conflagration  which  destroys  all 
their  properly,  because  no  appliances  for 
e.\tinguishing  the  fire  are  kept  fit  hand,  on 
the  ground  of  expense. 

It  may  be  asked,  omitting  the  contribu- 
tion to  the  navy,  how  all  this  would  add  or 
contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  Empire? 
To  that  question  I  would  answer  that  were 
any  Power,  or  combiniition  of  Powers,  con- 
templating an  attack  upon  the  Empire, 
their  very  first  consideration  would  be  a 
summing  up  of  the  forces  they  would  have 


*  Note. — The  cost  of  a  Dreadnaufilit  now  would 
be  nearly  twice  this  amount,  but  cruiser.s  are 
also  useful. 
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to  meet  in  the  event  of  a  war,  and  in  doing 
tills   they    would    not    overlook    what    share 
Carada   would    take   in   the    struggle.      No 
one  with  any  knowledge  ol'  the  spirit  tiiat 
animates  the  Canadian  people  would  doubt 
what  would  be  done  by  them  in  the  event 
ol'   the    Empire  being  engaged   in   a  great 
and  serious  war.     Of  the  male  population 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  who  could  be 
spared    from    their   duties    as    citizpns,   few 
would  hesitate  to  offer  their  services  in  such 
a  ea-^e,  ;ind  should  the  strug'Jrle  become  more 
acute,   :ind   the    pisition    more   threatening, 
more   iiiid   still   more   would   press   forward. 
Wbiit  o:  "urred  a  few  years  ago  during  the 
war  in  South  Africa  must  have  shown  for- 
eign  countries   tliat   in   making   an    attack 
upon    Great    Britain    they    would    have    to 
rcckiin    with    the    Culonics    ii>    wcii    as    I'lc 
Mother  Country.     T  will  not  say  anything 
about  what  has  been  done  by  Canada  in  the 
building  uji  of  the  country,  and  in  provid- 
ing the   great   facilities   for   its  trade   and 
coTiimerie.    thus    encouraging    immigration 
and  adding  largely  to  its  population.    I  may 
refer  more  particularly  to  the  lines  of  rail- 
way, present  and  projected,  crossing  and  to 
crosi   the   continent   to  open   up   the   great 
West.     A  few  years  should  see  a  great  in- 
crease in  our  population  in  that  part  of  the 
10 


Doirinion,  and  if  the  iiiotUoJs  I  now  speak 
of  'fere  in  active  operation  in  tlie  older 
parts  of  the  country  they  would  soon  spread 
to  those  newer  ones,  and  Canada  would  in- 
deed become  a  source  of  strength  to  the 
Empire;  and  would  be  looked  upon  as 
capable  of  adding  a  very  formidable  con- 
tingent to  the  other  forces  of  our  common 
realm.  We  should  then  be  freed  from  the 
justly  merited  reproach  that  we  are  enjoy- 
ing the  protection  afforded  by  the  naval  and 
military  forces  of  Great  Britain  ivithout 
paying  anything  for  it. 


^ 
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